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PROGRAM 

 
Welcome  

Dr. Mohamed Esa, Testing Chair, AATG Maryland-DC Metro  
Deborah McGee Mifflin, President, AATG Maryland-DC Metro  

 
Greetings 

Dr. Ana Oskoz, Associate Dean for Student Success,  
College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences, UMBC 

Katharina Grüninger, Cultural Affairs Section, 
 Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 

 
Presentations 

Nina Navabi and Kenga Antsilevich,  
German Language Courses at the GISW 

2022 Winners of the AATG-PAD Study Trip 
 
 

Skylar Brown, Fallston High School  
2022 Winner of the Gerhard Meinzer Summer Study Trip 

Sponsored by the German Society of Maryland 
 

Why I Chose to Major in German 
Patrick Correal-Winters, UMBC '25, English/German B.A. 

 
The German Society of Maryland  

Merit Award for German Majors and Minors 
 

Presented by  
Steven Harper, President of German Society of Maryland 
Mohamed Esa, Chair of Education Committee of the GSM 

 
Majors: 

Axel Opwis Soares, Georgetown University 
Mareike Debye, University of Maryland College Park 
Paulina Leder, University of Maryland College Park 

 
Minors: 

Emma Gebhard, University of Maryland Baltimore County 
Halyna Sokoliouk, Towson University 
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AATG and German Society of Maryland Awards 
 

Presented by 
Mohamed Esa, Chapter Testing Chair  

Steven Harper, President of German Society of Maryland 
Deborah McGee Mifflin, President of AATG Maryland-DC Metro 

Katharina Grüninger, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
 
 

2023 Chapter Finalists National German Exam Scholarship 
 
 

2023 Winners of the AATG-PAD Study Trip 
Chloe Kang, Liberty High School 

Rebecca Levi and Louisa Mulligan, German Language Courses  
at the German International School Washington (GISW) 

 
 

Awards for Student Achievement on the National German Exam 
 
 

Closing Remarks 
Dr. Mohamed Esa, Testing Chair, AATG Maryland-DC Metro  

 
 
 

Photo Session 
All students and teachers present for the awards, please assemble  

at the stage for a group photo. 
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Awards for Student Achievement on the National German Exam 
Students Scoring in the 80th-89th Percentile 

 
Centennial High School – Teacher: Will Funk-Heiser 

Matthew Sedor (2) 
 

 
Georgetown Preparatory School – Teacher: Erika McGinn 

Yuntao Lu (3) 
 
 

German Language Courses at the GISW 
Teachers: Kerstin Hopkins, Dr. Talke Macfarland,  

Ingrid Genzel, Louisa Reed, Skip Sidiqi 
Anthony Aue (3) Peter Boyko (3) Clara Hoffman (3) 
Ruxandra Meinze (3) Ruben Rudolph-Gonzalez (3) Dante Greger (4) 
Landon Huffman (4) Maria Pellarini (4) Julius Torriero (4) 

 
 

Leonardtown High School –Teacher Noel Fedeli 
Zachary Horner (2) 

 
 

Liberty High School – Teacher: Samantha Vasquez 
Erin Thimmesch (2) 

 
 

Long Reach High School – Teacher: Will Funk-Heiser 
Victoria Lee (3) 

 
 

Saint Paul's School for Boys – Teacher: Antje Krueger 
Kate Seeman (2) Laura Dawson (3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*) Number in ( ) indicates test level. 
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Awards for Student Achievement on the National German Exam 
Students Scoring in the 90th-99th Percentile 

 
Centennial High School – Teacher: Will Funk-Heiser 

Audrey Ho (2) Emily Wu (2) 
 

Fallston High School – Teacher: Richard Jones 
Skylar Brown (4) 

 
Georgetown Preparatory School – Teacher: Erika McGinn 

Yo Cao (2) Manchang Luo (2) Ciaran McCleary (2)  
Jack Rhoa (2) Field Wang (2) Evan Zhao (2)  
Harris Croix (3) Sameel Karzai (3) Li Zhang (3) 

 
German Language Courses at the GISW Teachers: Kerstin Hopkins, Dr. Talke Macfarland,  

Ingrid Genzel, Louisa Reed, Skip Sidiqi 
Rebecca Levi (2) Oscar Anderson (3) Robin Bergues (3) 
Leo Claus (3)  Henrik Deininger (3) Emilio Difilippantonio (3) 
Leo Divitt (3)  Lena Fleschner (3) Charlotte Gilmore (3) 
Isabelle Hoffmann (3) Sascha Hume (3) Victoria Johnson (3) 
Megumi Lattin (3) Mia Lehman (3) Paulina Mann (3) 
Louisa Mulligan (3) Siddharta Nair (3) Annabelle Sherman (3) 
Nick von Hindenburg (3) Kenga Antsilevich (4) Jude Attila Dotson (4) 
Anna Dreyhaupt (4) Nora Dreyhaupt (4) Julian Heddaway (4) 
Sophie Jylan (4) Luca Lehman (4) Rebecca Matuschek (4) 
Anna Mockel (4) Anna Rueffer (4) Theodor Schindler (4) 
Sebastian Spieles (4) Andreas Torriero (4) Irene Wiegand-Vera (4) 

 
 

Liberty High School – Teacher: Samantha Vasquez 
Chloe Kang (2) 

 
North County High School – Teacher: Kristin Malone & Katrina Griffin 

Athena Gregg (2) 
 

Saint Paul's School for Boys – Teacher: Antje Krueger 
Michael Richter (2) 

 
Saint Hilarious Homeschool Academy – Teacher: Steven Harper 

Charlie Schmidt (2) 
 

 
 
 
*) Number in ( ) indicates test level. 
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http://aatgmddc.weebly.com 

 

Chapter Officers 
President: Deborah McGee Mifflin, Johns Hopkins University 
Vice President: Annette Budzinski-Luftig, Towson University 

Secretary: Cerue Diggs, Laurel High School 
Treasurer: Marilyn Murphy, DeMatha Catholic High School for Boys 

Testing Chair: Mohamed Esa, McDaniel College 
 
 

At Large Board Members 
Will Funk-Heiser, Long Reach High School 

Kerstin Hopkins, German Language Courses at the GISW 
Antje Krueger, St. Paul’s School, Baltimore 

Amy Rill, Instructional Technologist at Wayside Publishing 
Susanne Sutton, University of Maryland Baltimore County 

 
 

Thank You to 
Members of the Testing Committee for their help this year: 
Susanne Sutton, University of Maryland Baltimore County  
Amy Rill, Instructional Technologist at Wayside Publishing. 

 
Members of the Education Committee  

of the German Society of Maryland:  
Mohamed Esa, Chair, Brigitte Fessenden, Steven Harper,  

Maureen Helinski, Bill Kommalan, Shirley Santora 
 

 

A Special Thank You To 
The German Society of Maryland 

The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
The American Association of Teachers of German (AATG) 

for providing cash awards, book prizes and other gifts to the students.  
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A Big Thank You to Our Sponsors for Their Support: 
 

 
 
The German Society of Maryland is one of the oldest institutions in America. It was organized in 1783 to 
protect and assist German-speaking immigrants. It received its charter from the Maryland legislature in 
1817. In the 1800's it was the social service agency of the State of Maryland, which provided aid to German 
immigrants. In the early 1900's it persuaded Congress to enact national laws for the protection of 
immigrants. The purpose of the German Society is to preserve and promote the German heritage, language 
and traditions through educational, social, and benevolent programs; and to develop the unity and continuity 
of the German American community in the State of Maryland.  

 
German Society of Maryland Officers 

Steven Harper, President 
Kraig Dean, Immediate Past President 

Bill Kommalan, First Vice President 
Zach Butt, Second Vice President: 

Amy Unverzagt, Secretary 
Anton Smoot, Treasurer 

Mohamed Esa, Chair Education Committee 
 

A full list of German Society Board Members and more information about the Society can be found through 
the QR Code or at https://germansociety-md.com 
 
The American Association of Teachers of German With nearly 3,500 members, the American 
Association of Teachers of German is for teachers of German at all levels of instruction and all those interested 

in the teaching of German. Founded in 1926, the AATG believes that bringing 
the language, literature, and cultures of the German speaking world to all 
Americans is a vital humanistic endeavor, which serves an essential national 
interest. The AATG promotes the study of the German-speaking world in all its 
linguistic, cultural and ethnic diversity, and endeavors to prepare students as 

transnational, transcultural learners and active multilingual participants in a globalized world. www.aatg.org  
 

German Life is a bi-monthly magazine written for all interested in the 
diversity of German culture, past and present, and in the various ways 
that North America has been shaped by its German element. The 
magazine is dedicated to solid reporting on cultural, historical, social, 

and political events. https://germanlife.com/  


