Finding Ruth:

A Victim of the Nazi1 Aktion T4 Program

Ruth Rosa Luise Muhlmann
July 11, 1920 - March 31, 1941

Ilka Knuppel
Will Prunka
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Elsbeth Perlitz
-‘ X Born 1912




Elsbeth’s Family

Emigrated to USA 1930




1935

Ruth’s Parents —

Emma Perlitz Muhlmann and
Paul Muhlmann




Marriage documentation Feb. 15, 1920.

Ruth i1s born on July 11, 1920.
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Baptized Oct. 1920




Ruth and Heinz
Muhlmann

1924 or 1925




Magdeburg 1932 :

Emma

Elsbeth

Ruth
Heinz
Gunter
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GARLET FEVE

IN THIS HOUSE

s THIS CARD MUST NOT BE REMOVED
SCARLET FEVER il

EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE SCPERINTENDENT O BEALTH

All persons are forbidden to enter or leave these
premises without the permission of the HEALTH OFFICER
under PENALTY OF THE LAW.

This notice is posted in compliance with the SANITARY
Com-: OF CONNECTICUT and must not be removed wnthout 3

~ permission of the HEALTH OFFICER. TN
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To the Board [writing] % G‘K /4 0 7 <
Of the Neinstedter Elizabeth Foundation [writing] y : . m%( ,4- /f
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Welhnachten auf Magdeburg 1932
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Ruth goes home....
May 1934

Magdeburg, dated April 2, 1934
Elisabeth Foundation Neinstedt
Eing. — April 4. 1934. J. No. E 640

Dear Pastor,

As my wife was informed when visiting our daughter Ruth Mithimann, she is now exempt from
attending school because of the dissolution of the class and the achievement of old age. Since
we were mainly sent by Ruth to school for her schooling, and that was the purpose we would like
Ruth to retumn home.

I ask you to inform me either which one I have not got, to achieve that, or if that happens there
from your side to do the necessary.

Thanking you for your effort in advance. greets you with a German greeting.

Paul Miihimann
Madgeburg — W.
Wallbeckerstr. 3711

RM *16/7 20 [Comment — I cannot make out]
4/4 Ritter
5/4 [Cannot make out entire 2 sentences by D. Wittenberg]
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Die Antunft des Pileglings iit angemeldet fiir den

mitgeteilt am 19
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Dem Hausvorjtande in

3. Die Hausaften: Fragebogen A und B, Tauf- und Jmpfidein jind am 8.
0.5+ aS’ H

duSnahrestation in Neinstedt mettergeqeben wotder

an die Anitalt

ka

Diel2ufnahme ijt erjolgt am 7o 4uril 19 94 in der Anjtalt,

N R R Y T I 27 {935 » » v itk

Der Kranfe ijt eingeliefert aus der Unjtalt

Bon der Unijtalt ift bei der Einlieferung fiberreidt worden:

a) ein Ubergabejdein,

b) eine beglaubigte Abjdhrift des Nujnabhmeseugniijes,

c¢) der Nadyweis der erfolgten Enimiindigung,

d) eine drjtlide Mitteilung der fiir die Behandlung widhtigiten Beobadjtungen, P
e) Beidjeinigung dariiber, daf das Qeiden weitere dratlidde Behandlung bedingt und ob es vorausiidil

~ peilbar ijt.
Ruth readmitted to Neinstedt in May 1935.



Visits from




Progession of Nazi Law

Dr. Karl Brandt




Sterilization

. Law for the prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring
Passed in July, 1933
> Enacted January, 1934

Allowed for compulsory sterilization of citizens

. Cases presented to Hereditary Health Court
» Comprised of a local magistrate and two physicians

Use of force to carry out sterilization was deemed appropriate

- Initial ilinesses
> Huntington’s

Schizophrenia
Depression/Bi-Polar
Epilepsy
Bﬁndness
Deafness
Deformity
Severe alcoholism




Sterilization, continued

By the time the Nazis were defeated over 400,000 people were sterilized

against their will.
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Proclamation of the 1933 law




Aktion T4- Euthanasie & Gnadentod

Hitler believed as early as 1933 (per Karl Brandt's testimony)
that the incurably ill should be Killed.

Per Brandt, Hitler believed such a policy would be easier for
the public to accept in wartime.

Idea arose from Nazi party policy of Rassenhygiene, initially
propogated by Ploetz in 1895.




T4 Continued

o Hitler ordered Brandt to perform a “trial” in 1938
o Hitler received a letter from a family requesting a mercy killing, after their
son was born blind and deformed
O Boy, Gerhard Kretschmar, became first victim of what would become Aktion T4

Following Gerhard’s murder, the Reich Committee for the Scientific
Registering of Hereditary and Congenital Illnesses was established.

o Tasked with registering, nationally, sick children deemed “defective.”

o Headed by Brandt and ran by Herbert Linden of the interior ministry.

o Brandt and Linden were subordinated by Ernst-Robert Grawitz (head of
German Red Cross), and SS Oberfurher Viktor Brack.




ADOLF HITLER

asRLIN . ne 1,Sept. 1933,

Reichsleiter Bouhler und
Dr.med. Brandt

sind uwnter Verantwortung beauftiragt, die Eefug -

nisre namentlich ru bestizszeader Arzte so zu er -
weitern, dass nach senschliches Ermessen wnheiltar
Kranken tei kritischster Beurteilung fhres Krank -

heitszustandes der Cnadentod pewihrt serden kann.

Order to begin Aktion T4




Euthanasia Centers

Killing Centers ol [IEC T

‘ ¥

Bernburg (pictured at right)
Hadamar

Brandenburg

Grafeneck

Hartheim

Sonnenstein
Lesser known were Gugging and Am Spigelgrund in Austria
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TABLE 5.3. The Euthanasia Killing Centers: Number of Victims, 1940-1941

Center (code letter) Victims in 1940 Victims in 1941  Total
Grafeneck (A) s 39 Closed 9,839
Brandenburg (B) 9,772 Closed 9,772
Hartheim (C) 9,670 | 8,599 18,269
Sonnenstein (D) 5,943 | 7277 13,720
L Bernburg (Be) Not yet open 8,601 8601 q 3&
>, \Hadamar (E) Not yet open 10,072 10,072 g 4)
‘@ Total 35,224 35,049 79273 TJap. Lo
o ;

Source: NARA, RG 338, Microfilm Publication T-1021, roll 18, frame 98, “Hartheim Statistics.”
;”»
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Klara B's “evaluation” on her “T4” reporting form. Source: Bundesarchiv Berlin R179/18427

Criteria for “Useless Eaters”

-Incurable Mental Illness

-Not useful for productive communal life
-Persons who have been housed > than 5 years
-Illnesses



Transfer Note in Medical Records
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Memorial to
Euthanasia
Victims
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Gekrat Buses

These are examples of the Gekrat
Buses. The buses would transport
the condemned from their hospital
to one of the killing centers. The
Nazis referred to them as
“charitable buses.”
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Bernburg Psychiatric Hospital




January 2020
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cellar

crematorium mortuary dissecting room gas chamber stairs to the cellar

Bernburg Killing Center




(Gas Chamber
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Crematorium










Spurensuche

Von vielen Menschen, die in der , Euthanasie”-Anstalt
Bernburg ermordet worden sind, ist kaum mehr als ihr
Geburtsdatum bekannt. Selbst heute noch vorhandene
Krankenakten beschreiben nur einen bestimmten

Abschnitt eines Lebens aus der Sicht der jeweiligen Arzte.

Aber wie das Leben dieser Menschen tatsachlich
verlief, was ihnen wichtig war, woriiber sie sich
freuten und wovor sie Angst hatten - all das ist
nur schwer zu recherchieren,

Wir laden Angehérige, Forscher und Gedenkinitiativen
€in, gemeinsam mit uns mehr Licht in dieses Dunkel zu
bringen. Die Ergebnisse der Recherchen werden den
Besuchern der Gedenkstatte hier uganglich gemacht.

Ruth Rosa Muhlmann
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International Holocaust Rememberance Day
January 27, 2020
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Tiergarten Strasse 4: Euthanasia Victims Memorial Berlin
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Statements in Schmuch
gegen Antisemitismus
und
Fremdenfeindlichkeit.

Statements in Jewlery
Against Anti-Semitism
and Xenophobia.
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