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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Re-member and Re-novate

Our editor, treasurer and past
president Ted Potthast recently gave
me an interesting book written in
German: The History of the German
Society of Pennsylvania 1764-1917,
published by Oswald Seidensticker
and Max Heinrici, 1917, Graf
Breuninger, 1631 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia.

[ found two facts of interest:

1. The oldest version of the
constitution published by Christoph
Saur in 1766 begins with a religious
title: In Nomine Domini Jesu Christi.

Amen. The seal of the society
expresses the same sentiment:
Religione, industria et fortitudine

Germana proles florebit. (Through
faith, diligence and courage the
German descendants will flourish.)

2. On page 35 the book quotes the
author Freiherr von Fuerstenwurther
from his book The German in
North America( (der Deutsche in
Nordamerika) about an event that
happened in Baltimore in 1816: (..free
Negroes bought a whole German
family from a ship from Amsterdam.
Upset about this fact, the German
iInhabitants of Baltimore collected
money to redeem the family. This
incident initiated the formation of the
German Society. While our Society
goes back to 1783, it was officially
incorporated in 1817 by Act of the
General Assembly of Maryland. The
spontaneocus benevolent response
of the Baltimore Germans lead to our

official incorporation.
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May this be a lesson for us: Responding to
a current need invigorates and energizes
an organization. For me building bridges
of language and culture would be such
a priority. Lets have a dialogue in our
Vereinsnachrichten.

Sincerely, H.J. Siegfried Otto

AWARDS BANQUET
NOV. 13 IN ADLERSAAL.:
ALFRED ZELLER

IS 2010 HONOREE

As our Society 'celebrates its 227th

year, our annual banquet will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 13 in the Adlersaal at Zion
Church. Invitations to all of our members
will be received in a few days; please
respond promptly in order to assure a
seat. The ticket price is $55 and tickets
are first come, first served. Al Zeller, a
well-known leader in the MD German
American community will be honored.

A live band will be on hand to provide
music before and after the banquet.
The ticket price includes beer and wine,
hors d’oeuvres and a German dinner
provided by Old World Deli. Members are
encouraged to come and bring family and
friends. The banquet is a Society tradition
which was interrupted only once, during
WWII. Even if you are unable to attend,
you are asked to support the event by
becoming a sponsor or by placing an ad;
many members honor their ancestors
with an ad in the banquet program. See
the forms for ads and sponsors in the
invitation package.
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: KALENDER

, Oct. 2-3 Oktoberfest Frederick MD Fair Grounds
. Oct 3 Ecumenical Service (German Society, Zion
o Church and Society for the History of Germans)

o Oct. 16 Crabtoberfest Cambridge MD

e Oct. 28 Sauerbraten Club Night at Zion

e Nov. 11 Commemoration of Henry Gunther

* Nov. 13 German Society Annual Awards Banquet
®* Nov. 27-28 Christkindlmarkt at Zion Church

Visit the German Society’s website:
www.germansociety-md.com

Articles from many past newsletters are posted on our
website. Dr. Maureen Helinski maintains the site.
“Pioneers in Service”, the history of our Society, can
now be found on our web site.

For more local German-American happenings,
check the web site of the Deutschamerikanischer
Bilrgerverein von Maryland: www.md-germans.org

THREE PENNY OPERA

Infurtherance of our missionto promotethe study ofthe
German language and preserve our German American

heritage, our Society provided 41 Maryland college

students with free tickets to attend the musical play of
the German American playwright, Kurt Weil. The play
was presented in German and English: students from
Oldenburg, Germany sang the songs in German and
students from Towson University played spoken parts
in English. Our Society contributed $1,200 towards
the reception before the event on Oct. 2, as also did
the Deutschamerikanischer Buergerverein von MD.

The event was entertaining and enlightening.

OCTOBER/GERMAN FEST
AT BLOB’S

Blob’s Park will host a Germanfest on October 15
from 6:00 to 11:00 to benefit SARAH'S HOUSE,
an organization supportive of families who have no
home. 60% of those families are homeless children.
It is located at Fort Meade, MD and is a county
organization partnered withthe U. S. Army and Catholic
Charities. Tickets are $20 and food and beverages will
be available for purchase. For tickets or information,
contact Juanita Petke at jpatke@verizon.net or call
and leave a message at her home: 410-672-1909.

CHRISTKINDLMARKT - NOV. 27-28

The annual Christkindlmarkt sponsored by the
Baltimore Kickers and Zion Church will be held on the
Saturday and Sunday after Thanksgiving. at Zion. It will
feature various Stollen-Lebkuchen-Advent Calendars-
Domino Steine, Printen-Spekulatius-Pfeffernuesse-
Mon-Cheri cookies-Marzipan-collector gifts. FOOD:
Nuernberger Bratwurst on roll; Frankfurter on roll;
Goulash soup; Smoked Lachs (Salmon) sandwiches;
Stollen and Lebkuchen. DRINK: Gluehwein (mulled
wine); German beer, coffee, iea, soda and hot
chocolate. Your $2 admission donations gets you a
ticket for 3 raftle items.

GERMAN AMERICAN DAY

German language students from all over Maryland will
converge on McDaniel College for German American
Day to join dozens of workshops where their
knowledge of German language, culture and modern
Germany will be enhanced. Over 1,000 students are
expected. It’s a bonus for the German students; they
usually arrive in school buses and instead of classes,

~ they can experience a learning process which is both

rewarding and fun. Students always like a change of
scenery, and it’s a thrill for high schoolers to be on a
college campus. The moving force behind GAD is our
long time German Society Board member, Prof. Dr.
Mohamed Esa. Dr. Esa has a world-wide reputation

for his methodology of teaching the German language,
for which he has been awarded the cross of merit by

the Federal Republic of Germany. Members of our
Society who are German teachers participate in GAD,
as members of The American Society of Teachers of
German. Our Society is privileged to work with the
educators in the study of modern language. Many
of those attending GAD will be the recipients of our
Society’s high school awards, given in May, 2011.

TREASURER’S REPORT

From Jan. through Sept. 23, the Society’s income has
been $24,086.49 and expenses have been $30,844.78.
The major expenditures have been grants to students
and colleges of $11,000 and office rent of $6,300.
Investment income $5,490 and dues were $9,220.
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Plaque to be dedicated Nov. 11, 2010 at Holy Redeemer Cemetery, Baltimore, Maryland

Henry Nicholas Gunther lived in Baltimore, Maryland,
Eastern Avenue opposite Patterson Park. He was

on
the last American soldier who died in World War |, on
Nov. 11, 1919 a few minutes before 11 a.m., when the
war came 1o an end under the terms of the armistice.
His memory will be honored by the dedication of a
plagque at his grave.

When we learned that Henry Gunther’s grave had no
marker in his memory, our Society approached the
cemetery officials. Its director of operations, Thomas

iCiurcio, designed and commissioned the plaque
shown above at the expense of the cemetery.

Presently several other organizations have joined as
CO-sponsors or participants in the dedication on Nowv.
11th: American Legion; Veterans of Foreign Wars;
Deutschamerikanischer Buergerverein von MD; Arion
Gesangverein; Maryland National Guard, Catholic
War Veterans, ithe Veterans Administration and other
groups.

“...TO PRESE
HERITAGE...

RVE AND PROMOTE THE GERMAN

Thus reads part of our mission statement. It goes on
to refer to the German American community. For well
over 100 years, our Society has stressed that it is a

German American organization, and we are foremost
American.

We are now engaged in a project to dedicate a plaque
marking the grave of a fellow German American whose
heroism In battle is a part of the heritage which we are
commitied 1o preserve. In doing so we are carrying
out our stated mission.

Our members can show their commitment to our
mission and that they take it seriously by coming to
the dedication of the Gunther plague. The date is a
legal holiday, Veterans Day and a day when most
veterans organizations are already tied to other events.
Thus it Is important that members of the Germar
Society turn out for the event. It is the first time ir
living memory when we have asked our members to
actually do something patriotic and in furtherance of
our mission. It is therefore hoped that you will mark
your calendar and come to the cemetery for one hour
on that morning.
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A MEMORABLE INVOCATION

We print here for the edification of our members,
the invocation presented by Zion’s Pastor Dr. Holger
Roggelin at the annual meeting of The Society for the
History of the Germans in Maryland.

ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us this good land
for our heritage. We give you thanks for bringing
our ancestors or us over here from the old country
into a new one, full of hope and promise, and we
are grateful for the rich history those before us
have entrusted to us today to preserve and to hand
down to generations still to come.

Let us be a people mindful of your favor and glad
to do your will. Bless our land with honest industry,
sound learning and an honorable way of life. Save
us from violence, discord and confusion; from
pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of
action.

Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united
people the multitudes brought here out of many
nations. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those
whom we have entrusted with the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace
at home, in our city, in our country, and throughout
the world. In time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness and in time of trouble, let not our trust
in you fail. Be present at our gathering tonight and
bless us and our food. Komm, Herr Jesu, sei unser
Gast und segne, was du uns bescheret hast.

SOUR BEEF NIGHT OCT. 28

The congregation of Zion Church is one of a handful
of sponsors of church dinners, and their specialty
is sauerbraten. October 28 at 7 pm is set for “Club
Night” at which the German clubs of Maryland get
special treatment...a ticket for one free drink, for the
price of $13.50. Tickets must be paid for in advance.
If you wish to be seated at the German Society’s table,
please mail your check, payable to “Zion Church” 1o
Barbel Otto, our office manager, at 3 Haddon Court,

Baltimore, MD 21212.

PICNIC COMMITTEE FORMING

Now is the time to get started on our 2011 German
Society Annual Picnic. We are forming the picnic

committee and are looking for committee members.

This year it was held at the end of June, but we had
a contlict: the Baltimore Kickers held their picnic the
very next day. We're hoping to avoid conflicts next
year. If you like the idea of a “Great German Picnic”
and want to help make it a success, please join the
commitiee. To talk about it, call Ted Potthast at 410-

828-8137.

GERMAN SOCIETY OF MARYLAND

Many members of our Society are retired or close to
it, so they were discouraged by the recent Barrington
study that shows Maryland as the 5th worse place
in the country to retire. The factors considered were
crime, climate, life expectancy, taxes and cost of living.
Taxes and cost of living are 25% above the national
average. But money isn't everything and people
consider other values. Baltimore is said to be the best
place to be if you get sick; Baltimoreans are within 15
minutes of 25 hospitals, including world class Johns
Hopkins. Family and friends are more important than
money. Proximity to culture, and activities rank hign.
Qur members have another motivation: belonging to
the German Society of Maryland makes you special;
the fellowship of other members and the common
interests in our heritage and culture.

BOARD TO CONSIDER FUND
RAISER FOR SENDING
STUDENTS TO GERMANY

The Executive Committee has recommended that
the Board consider a program to fund a student to
study in Germany for one year after graduating from
high school. This follows up on a proposal by Louis
Grasmick, who donated $2,000 as seed money for
advertising a fund-raiser for a German Society project
which would honor his friend, The Rev. H. J. Siegfried
Otto. President Otto, who as a youth came to America
where he graduated from high school in rural New
York, revealed that his dream was to send American
students to study in Germany so they could return with
German language skills and a desire to perpetuate
a good relationship between the United States and
Germany. The Executive Committee also considered
that there are few students planning to be teachers
of German and such a program may encourage
young people to consider such a teaching career. Mr.
Grasmick presented the idea of raising a fund, the
income from which would pay for the program.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH

ALFRED ZELLER
2010 HONOREE

“I WAS KIDNAPPED”

Our editor, Ted Potthast, spoke at length to Mr.
Zeller so our members might know his life’s
story. and why he is so well loved in the Baltimore
German American community.

QUESTION: What made you decide to leave
Germany and come to Baltimore?

ANSWER: | WAS KIDNAPPED. My wife’s mother

a childhood friend of my mother... She came

to America in 1928. After the war, in 1946, she
resumed corresponding with my mother; she was
living in Baltimore and had a 15 year old daughter
who could speak German but wanted to learn to
write and asked if her daughter could write to me.
She and | corresponded: she wrote in German and
| corrected her letters and returned them. Six years
later she wrote me that her mother was coming to
Germany to visit my mother. | suggested that she
come too. By then she was 21 and | was 27 and
it was love at first sight. She asked me to come
to America. We went to the American consul in
Stuttggart and he told us it would take at least
3 years for me to get a visa. We were downcast
and as we were leaving, the consul said: it would
be much quicker if you were married. Two weeks
later we were married. She had to leave and go
home, but in three months | had my visa. Still it
was hard to get passage on a boat to America.
One day my travel agent called and said he had
a spot for me on a boat leaving from GGenoa, ltaly
so | hurried down and got aboard. The boat was
full of refugees. We picked up more refugees in
Barcelona and Gibraltar, and dropped some off
in Halifax.

The weather was terrible; | became so seasick
that | said to myself; Alfred, Alfred, what have you
done? You’re going to die.

It took us 18 days to get to New York where my
wife and her mother met me and brought me to
Baltimore. | had married an American and was a
male “war bride”. '

QUESTION: What were you doing during the
war??

ANSWER. | was born in 1924 and was drafted
into the German army in 1942. | was sent right to
Russia and was fighting near Smolensk when |
was shot in the arm; | could still walk so | was put
back into battle, but the next day was hit in both
legs by shrapnel, and since | couldn’t walk they
sent me home to recover. As soon as | could walk

they sent me to Hungary to fight the Russians
and | was wounded again, this time in the arm.

Again | was sent home for recovery, but this time
my arm stiffened and | could only use one arm. |
was sent to Czechoslovakia but since | was too
disable to fight, they sent my back to Germany
and to “Sergeant School”. In a very short time |
was sent to fight again, this time down to lLake
Constance where the French were advancing. As
the French approached, | hid in a cellar. Eventually
| was captured and sent to a French POW camp
where | was kept for a year. When the war was
over, since | was still wounded, they sent me
home in 1946. | still have the shrapnel in my legs
and my arm is still stiffened; lately the shrapnel
has started causing me some pain.

QUESTION: You're a well known accordion
player. How did you learn to play the accordion?

ANSWER: In my village everyone was poor. There
was no TV then, and no one could afford to buy a
radio, so we had to make our own entertainment.
Everybody could play some musical instrument.
When | was about 9 years old | watched my
uncles and other relatives playing the accordion
and learned from them. | could not read music
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and still can’t. When the war was over and we
were occupied by the American army, | would
play in bars and taverns, for fun, not for pay. One
day an American sergeant came to our German
bar and heard me, so he asked me to come and
play at a bar where the Americans soldiers hung
out. | did. The Americans liked me and | learned
a lot of American songs. A sergeant from Texas
came with his jeep to my house every day to pick
me up; | would get free beer, cigarettes and food
and | became friends with the Americans. When |
was a soldier, | never fought the Americans, only
the Russians. But when | went into the German
army, my mother told me to be good even to the
enemy: even they have mothers, she said, and |
always heeded her advice.

QUESTION: How did you make a living?

ANSWER: Afterthe warllearned to be amachinist;
there was always a demand for machinists and
| always had a job. When | came to Baltimore,
it was also easy to get a job as a machinist. |
went to school at night to learn English, but |
was then 27 years old and it was hard.. My wife’s
mother had a brother who was the caretaker for
the retirement home at Notchclffe for the School
Sisters of Notre Dame, who had come from
Germany. Through him my mother-in-law knew
a German nun who was helpful. My wite had a
girlfriend whose father worked at a company
called P & H, a die maker and he got me a job. |
worked there until | met a bunch of Germans wno
were working at American Standard; they urged
me to come and work with them. | worked for
American Standard for 25 years. General Motors
bought the American Standara plant and they
wanted me to move to a different city, but my wife
did not want to leave. Baltimore.

A machinist had no trouble getting a job and |
went for a while with Crown, Cork and Seal.
Some German friends who were working at the
Oles Envelope company persuaded me to come

and work there, since all of their equipment was
made in Germany. | thought | would work there

for 4 years and then retire, but after 3 years my
supervisor died and they made me supervisor. |

stayed at Oles for 15 years.

QUESTION: You were an accomplished
athlete..... What about your athletic career”

ANSWER: In Germany | used to play what we
called “fussball”, here we call it soccer.

| played for various teams and was playing for
the Baltimore Rockets in the American Soccer
League, which allowed me to travel to places
such as New York and other large cities. We were
playing an exhibition game against the swiss
national team in the old Baltimore Memorial
Stadium; its coach was from my old home town in
Germany and | knew him. At half time a bunch of
German guys came to me and asked me to play
with their team, the Baltimore Kickers. | finished
the season with the Rockets and went with the
Kickers the next year, in 1955..

QUESTION: You had a band called "The Happy
Wanderers”. How did that come about?

ANSWER: The Baltimore Kickers had no money,
so we decided to have a fund-raiser, a dance. But
we could not afford a band, So four of us decided
we would be the band. | played the accordion,
and we had two guitars and a drummer. People
iked us. and another club asked us to play. The
Geselligkeit club invited us to play at the
Deutsches Haus where Paul Ludtke heard us; he
then had the German Radio Hour, and he became
our promoter. He arranged bookings for us. and
got us publicity. Paul gave us the name “The
Happy Wanderers”. A group of clubs put together
the Oktoberfest at the 5th Regiment Armory ana
we played there. Mr. Von Paris heard us and
asked us to play at his daughter’s weddng held
at his farm. Mr. Von Paris then sponsored us and
arranged for us to make two records. | am still f
good friend of the Von Paris family.

QUESTION: Did the band play outside
Maryland? '

ANSWER: We played from North Carolina up to
New York at German events. Once we played in
Washington for a group of former soldiers who
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had been stationed in Germany. They were all
black; we were the only white people in the hall.
We had a good time with them. They greeted us
well and they all had good things to say about
Germany.

QUESTION: When did the Happy Wanderers
cease to play?

ANSWER: In 1980. Two things happened. |
became the supervisor at Oles Envelope Co. and
could not travel any more; | had to be on call in
case any equipment broke down. And my wife
had a stroke. My mother-in-law and | fook care
of her and after my mother in law died, | found
a housekeeper. My wife was bedridden for 22
yvears until she died in 2002.. Our housekeeper
still takes care of me and my son, Edward who
also lives with me. After my wife died | took up the
accordion again as a hobby and began playing at
many events, such as the Mayfest at Zion Church

and other places. | played every Thursdays at
lunch at the Edelweiss Bakery on Belair Road
until the owner died. Frank Hobbs went to the

Eichenkranz Restaurant in Highlandtown and
arranged for me to play at lunch two Thursday a
month. (Note: Frank Hobbs said the Al plays non-
stop for two hours and doesn’t eat; he takes his
lunch home with him.)

QUESTION: Tell me about your wife’s family.

ANSWER: My mother-in-law’s name was
Bazhmeir. She married a man from Saxony named
Haupt and that was my wife’s maiden name. My
wife’s uncle was named Bazhmeir and was the

caretaker at Notchcliffe.

QUESTION: How did you make friends in
America?

ANSWER: | like people and have always had
many friends. The American soldiers after the war

made me their friend. My music and my soccer
made me lots of friends and the music still does.
| like to make people happy.

QUESTION: What about your old friends?

ANSWER: [ will be 88 on my next birthday. Most
of the men from my soccer days are gone and
only one from my band is still living. | have to walk
with a cane. Sometimes | feel pain in my left leg
from the shrapnel from the war. For the past year
| have been going to receive dialysis three times
per week.

QUESTION: You have worked with most of the
German clubs in this area. Do you have any
advice for them?

ANSWER: Many years ago | saw a problem: that
the members of each club think that “my club is
petter than the other club”. | have always tried
to bring them together, but have not had much
success. They need to

cooperate and work along with one another.

QUESTION: What do your friends call you?

ANSWER: My American friends call me Al or Alf.
My German friends call me Alfred.

QUESTION: Any special memories?

ANSWER: Governor Schaefer told me the
Happy Wanderers was his favorite band. |
enjoyed walking in a parade down Fallsway in
my lederhosen with Hyman Pressman, having a
good time. | recall an event at the Statler Hotel in
New York: we were told we could not play there
unless we belonged to a union. One of the band
members replied: we’re German we belong to the
Dortmunder Union (the name of a German beer).
They let us play. Another time a lady asked me
why my stockings were so short. | told her that
we were so poor that my mother could not afford
to buy enough wool to knit them any higher. | also
recall that when | left Germany, we had no large
stores like they have today; our village had only
one butcher.
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PORTRAIT OF OUR 2010 HONOREE

Alfred Zeller emigrated from Stuttgart, Germany @ = &
INn 1951, bringing with him talents in athletics, 2

music and mechanics.

shortly after his arrival here, he became active as a soccer player, and
as a result of soccer he formed a band to raise funds for his team. The
band became known as “The Happy Wanderers” which performed in the
German community for many years. Mr. Zeller was a champion soccer
player as an early member of the Baltimore Kickers. He was inaugurated
Into the Maryland Major Soccer Players Hall of Fame. He also served as
a president of the Baltimore Kickers Club, which named the lower level of
Its clubhouse on Broadway after him: Zeller’s Keller. Earning his livelihood
as a machinist, he is an active member of The Edelweiss Club, Mr. Zeller
meets with the ciub at the Eichenkranz Restaurant in Highlandtown twice

a month and entertains them as well as the local patrons with his 2-hour
non-stop accordion playing. His close friend, Frank Hobbs (a member of

our Society) says that Al walks into the restaurant being 87 years old, but
leaves looking only 50. The music takes years off his appearance.
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GERMAN AMERICAN DAY OCT. 6;
EVENTS AT FRIENDSHIP GARDEN

Our Society will join with the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany and with the Associated
German American Societies of Greater Washington,
D.C.(AGAS) at the German American Friendship
Garden on October 6 at 10 AM. to celebrate German
American Day. Gerhard Meinzer, a member of our

Society, Is chairman of the event. The Garden is

located on Constitution Avenue and 16th Street, N.
W., Washington, D.C. All members of our Society
are Invited and encouraged to attend. Various
proclamations will be read at the event: from the
President of the United States of America, declaring
Oct. 6 to be German American Day; from the Mayor
of Washington, D.C.; from the Governor of Maryland,
and from the Governor of Virginia. The proclamations
will be presented to Klaus Scharioth, Ambassador
of Germany or to an official of the Embassy. The
banner of the German Society of Maryland will be
on display. The ceremony will consist of the singing
of the national anthems of the United States and
Germany, as well as short speeches. The garden
features fountains, marble benches and German
and American plants. After the ceremonies, the

attendees will repair 1o a nearby German restaurant
for lunch (naturally, Dutch treat).

JOHN LEAGUE, KICKERS’ LEADER,
DIES

The German Society extends it deepest sympathies
to Cecilia League, whose husband John died on
July 19, 2010. John was a past president of The
Baltimore Kickers. He was a fixture, working at
the German Festival and other German American
activities. His presence will be missed.

LECTURE -- THE JOURNEY TO
AMERICA: THE JOURNEY TAKERS

Did you ever wonder what it wa like for your Western
European ancestors to leave their homes behind
and set off across the ocean to an unknown land?
Now you can find out. On November 20, 2010 at
2:30 PM at the Maryland Historical Society, Leslie
Albrecht Huber, author of a new book “The Journey
Takers” will tell you. The lecture is $10, but is free
to members of the Maryland Historical Society or
the Maryland Genealogical Society. The Historical
Society is located at 201 W. Monument Street, a

block west of our Society’s office at 15 Mt. Vernon
Place.

OUR PRESENCE AT FORT MEADE

Many thanks to Walt Mathers, Mike Nieberding and
President Siegfried Otto for setting up our table at
the Oktoberfest at Fort Meade Sept. 24, 25 and 26.
Special thanks to living history exhibitors Doug
Polaski and Lou and Lisa Filanosky of the Signal
Corps Association who demonstrated operating
fleld telegraph instruments fixed atop a military
pigeon-holed field desk. Doug, Lisa and L.ou became
members of our Society at the event.

Our Society teamed with the Signal Corps
Association at our exhibit. The signal corps was
established during the Civil War, primarily by German
Americans in the Union Army. Our volunteers gave
lessons in the use of signal flags to young and old
who were thrilled by being able to transmit basic
messages such as “jump”, “wave”, “dance”. Walt
Mathers arranged our two tables and our historic
display so that attendees were directed inside our
exhibit after they were first attracted by our two-
sided map; military personal and their dependents
hudadled at our maps to point out where they were
stationed and where the traveled in Germany.

The big crowds came mostly in the evening, but
we must give thanks and praise to our yeomen
volunteers Mary Louise Broadbeck an Dennis
Tausendschoen who held the fort during the slower
times during the day. Our Society’s participation in
the Fort Meade Oktoberfest contributed much to
the success of the event. We were set up inside a
giant hall the size of an aircraft hanger, while other
activities took place outside on the base, with rides,
games and vendors of food and things German.

Our Fort Meade Committee is already planning for
next year’s event: the Signal Corps will celebrate
its 150th anniversary and we plan to publicize the
German-Americanroots ofthecorps. The Committee
IS investigating the possibility of reenacting a Civil
War hot air surveillance balloon connected to the
ground with a telegraph wire to transmit intelligence
of enemy maneuvers.

If you would like to become a member of next year’s
Fort Meade Okioberfest Committee, contact our

office.
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A GERMAN ALL BALTIMORE
HATES

His name is Jeffrey Maier, the German American
New York Yankees fan who robbed the Baltimore
Orioles of a victory in the playoffs 10 years ago. He
leaned over and grabbed a fly ball which the Oriole
outfielder would have caught to win the game.

Instead the Yankees moved ahead and won. Maier

will always be an evil name among Oriole fans.

GERMAN CLASSES ON DECLINE

We are hearing that the teaching of German in high
schools and colleges is on the decline. Schools
are dropping German. The latest local casualty is
the prestigious private school in Baltimore County,
McDonogh. It's not lack of money. Last year
McDonogh received a $10,000,000 gift, the highest
ever 1o a local high school. The story nationally
Is that Chinese language courses are on the rise.
And that the Chinese government is paying for a
lot of it. To persuade the schools t0 add Chinese
to a crowded curriculum, the Chinese government

tells the school to drop other language courses,

‘say German. Is there anything we can do to stop
the decline? There may be many solutions, but
obviously money comes first. In politics, the saying
is “follow the money trail.” China has lots of it (it’s
the place the US treasury goes to borrow money)
and Germany is as bad off or worse than the USA...
so we can’t look for much help from Germany. Who
does that leave? It starts with us. Organizations
like the German Society of Maryland need to find
ways to carry out our own mission: to preserve the
German language, heritage and traditions.

GERMAN DENOUNCED NAZIS, IS
DECLARED A MARTYR

A German priest who was sent to Dachau and died
there was declared to be a martyr and received the
first step toward canonization, being “beatified”
by the Catholic Church on Sept. 19 in a ceremony
in Muenster, Germany. His name is Gerhard
Herschfelder. Cardinal Joachim Meisner of Cologne
praised him for his courage and faith. Hirschfelder,
from Silesia, died in Dachau from hunger at age 35.

GRASSL’S BOOK GETS HIGH
PRAISE '

Long time member, Gary (C. Grassl, recently
published a book entitled “The First Germans in
America.” The New Yorker Staats Zeitung, stated:
“Gary Grassl, the eminent historian of German
America, is presenting us a book which should be
read by all Americans..” A Maryland Governor’s
Citation read “...in recognition of distinguished
achievements as a well-known German-American
historian. “We recommend this book to all our
members. To buy a copy, send your check payable
to “Global Printing”, 3670 Wheeler Ave., Alexandria,
VA 22304. Phone: 703-751-3611. $19,70 (includes
S&H) plus $1.02 tax

G-A HERITAGE MUSEUM

The National German American Heritage Museum
was dedicated on March 19 and is in full operation.
The building was erected in 1888 by John
Hockemeyer, a wealthy merchant. It is located at

719 6th Street , N,.W. in Washington, D.C. If you
have a chance to visit it, please give us a report of

your opinion so we may present it to the readers of
our newsletter.

“THEY’RE GERMAN, DEAR.
WHAT DID YOU EXPECT?”

An Irish nun who had worked in many countries was
asked by an American journalist: why did crowds
around the world fly into frenzies when Pope John
Paul Il appeared in his popemobile, but the crowds In
Cologne stood in quiet reserve when Pope Benedict
XVl came by. What is the difference between the
popes. She said it was not a reflection of the popes,
but of the crowd. “What did you expect? They’re
German, dear.”

HARFORD CO. STUDENTS IN
GERMANY

Several dozen students and their chaperons from
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in
Harford County, MD spent two weeks visiting their
sister congregation in Spenge-Lenzinghausen. They
visited various sites, including Wittenberg where
Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the church
door.
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IN THE PAPER: APRIL 24, 1841

This advertisement appeared in the Baltimore Sun:
“GERMAN SOCIETY OF MARYLAND- The members
of this Society will meet infront of the German Lutheran
Church, Gay Street at 8 o’clock Monday morning,
preparatory to taking the station assigned in line
by the Chief Marshall. All members are respectfully
requested to call at the secretary’s, No. 232 Baltimore
Street today (Saturday) and procure the badge
adopted by the Society. The Honorary Members
of the Society are respectfully invited to join us on
this occasion. (Funeral procession arrangement for
President William Henry Harrison.”

Note that in 1841 what is now Zion Church was then
refereed to as the German Church. At that time there
existed a class called Honorary Members. The request
for every member to show up at the secretary’s office
presumed that all members could walk or ride his
horse to the secretary’s.

(Thanks to Walt Mathers for digging up the old ad.)

GIFT MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

The officers and directors want our members to
spread the word about the mission of our Society:
to make known our German American heritage and
traditions and encourage the study of German. The
best way to accomplish this is to increase the numbers
in our Society. To help our members accomplish this,
our Board inaugurated a plan to allow our members
make gift memberships to their family and friends at
a reduced cosit.

The program: from now until December 31, 2010, any
current membper may enroll anyone as a new member
by paying a $10 enrollment fee as a gift. It must be a
gift: specifically, a current member must write a check
from his or her own account (not collect $10 from a

prospective member).

If each member makes one gift, our membership can
dramatically increase between now and the end of
2010. The term of the gift membership will run until
the end of next year, Dec. 31, 2011. The donee will
receive a bill for dues after Jan. 1, 2012, to remain a
member. Please give a gift membership by filling out
and mailing the form and mailing it to our office (P, O,
Box 22585, Baltimore, MD 21203) along with your $10
check.

A BELATED THANK-YOU

The German Society is extremely grateful to the many
persons and firms which donated goods and services
to make our annual picnic a success:

Kirchmayr Choclatier

SS John Brown, Liberty Ship

Gary Grassl, German American Heritage Society of
Washington, DC

Johnsonville Sausage, Sheboygan Falls, WI

Robert H. Mathers, Ultimate Oldies Radio

Embassy of Switzerland

James C. Dugent, re-enactor

Edward Seufert, Re-enactor Color Guard and Battle
of North Point Map presenter

Peter E. Logden, Sr. , Re-enactor Color Guard

Harry Young, Dundalk & Patapsco Neck Historical
Soclety

Zeitgeist Publishing Company, German Life
magazine .
Baltimore and Chesapeake Steamboat Company

Qur President will send a “weicome” letter to the new
member, along with an explanation that you have

invited him or her to belong to the Society and that

you have made a gift of the membership. The gift may
be made to an individual or to a husband/wife unit.

GIFT MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name of member making the gift (your name)

Name of recipient of the gift (new membe'r)

Street Address of new member
City, State, zip code
Phone number

E-malil address, if available




