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OFFICIAL NOTICE
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING,
FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2007 AT ZION CHURCH

Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting of the members
of The Society will be held on Friday, April 13 in the dining room
of the Zion Church, City Hall Plaza, Baltimore. Maryland, af
7:30 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be
preceded by a German “Abendbrot”. At the meeting, reporis
of committees will be received.

Elections of directors will be held. Nominations will be
submitted by the nominating commitiee. Members wishing
to be considered by the commitiee shall submit their names
in writing by addressing a letter 1o the nominating commitiee
and mailing it to the Society at P.O. Box 22585, Baltimore, MD
21203-4585. A member wishing to place the name of another
member in nomination must do so by submitting a lefter of
nomination, mailed to said nominating committee, containing a
statement signed by the nominee agreeing to serve as director
if elected. Such letter of nomination must be postmarked on
or before March 13, 2007. No nominations accepted from the
floor.

The meeting shall consider any business or proposals presented
by any committee of the Scciety. An individual member wishing
o present matters for action at the meeting must do so by
presenting the proposed action in writing by letter mailed to the
Society and postmarked not later than March 13, 2007

NOMINATING COMMITTEE NAMES

The nominating committee recommends, for the elections at
the annual membership meeting, the reelection of the following
directors: Dr. Mohamed Esa, Merl Arp, Thomas Werner and
Frederick Riedel; and as new director, Shelley Arnold and one
more person o be named by the nominating committee.
Members wishing to place other names into nominaiion must
do so by March 13, 2007.

WELCOMETO
NEW MEMBERS

Bavis, Bryant K.
Goodman, Katherine 8,
Joseph, Paul

Joseph, Daniela V.
Kistler, Colleen R.
Sybert, Bonnie €.
Sybert, 5r. George .

BILLS FOR DUES HAVE
BEEN MAILED. THE
SOCIETY NEEDSTHE
FUNDSTO COVER OUR
EXPENSES. PLEASE
REMIT PROMPTLY.

INVITEYOUR FRIENDS
TOJOINTHE GERMAN
SOCIETY

REMEMBER QUR
EDUCATION FUND

OUR ANNUAL
MEETING IS FRIDAY,
APRIL 13,
SEENOTICEONP.2
MARKTHE CALENDAR
BRING A FRIEND

DUETO QUR BUDGET
SHORTFALL, WE NEED
TO RAISE FUNDS. ANY
IDEAS? DROP A NOTE
OR CALLTHE OFFICE

GIFTS TOTHE SOCIETY
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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SOCIETY WILL HAVE $14,000 BUDGET
SHORTFALL FOR 2007

The finance committee met on Jan. 17 to review the
Society’s projected income and expenses for 2007 and
found an excess of $14,000 of expenses over income.
The group searched for places to make cuts as well as
means 1o increase income and presented recommend-
ations to the Board at its guarterly meeting on January
25. At that meeting, the board took action 1o approved
a partial budget but reserved action on the final budget
until the April board meeting.

The board approved two expenditures: a $5,000 award
to the Maryland chapter of the American Association of
Teachers of German for awards to high school students
excelling in the national German language examination;
and four awards of $500 to college students studying
German, based on standards approved by the education
commiitee.

The board directed cuts in the newsletter budget by
reducing the number of issues per year from 6 to 4.
The board authorized the increase in dues from $15 to
$25 per year, beginning in calendar year 2008. The last
time dues were increased was 26 years ago - from $10
to $15. The board also directed that all members who
are more than one year delinguent are o be dropped
from the rolls immediately. As of January 1, 2007,
anyone who has not paid the 2006 dues will be dropped.
As the cost of maintaining a member on the rolls is
substantial, this measure may result in a reduction of
$1,000 - 52,000 p/a. Other cost reductions and means of
increasing revenue will be explored. Recommendations
from members will be considered. Pass vour ideas 1o
a board member.

2007 KALENDER
Apr 13 Annual meeting of members

June 2 Annual Picnic

July 28-29 German Festival

Nov. 3 Annual Awards Banquet

DINNER AT ANNUAL MEETING

We are planning a German dinner prior to the annual
meeting and need to know approximately how many
persons to prepare for. We therefore request that the
members who plan 1o attend the dinner call our office
and ieave your name and the number of membersin your
party, by Tuesday, April 10. We also rely on members {o
bring desserts. If you can please cali the office and leave
word on the dessert which you plan to bring.

The annual meeting is a good way to get to know your
fellow members and to renew old friendships. Mark your
calendar and plan {o attend.

We routinely schedule our annual meeting for the
Friday after Easter. In earlier times, our meeling was
held in February and sometimes March; and on several
accasions the meeting was canceled due o snow orice.
We no longer have to face those hazards.

Due 1o the Society’s budget shortfall for the current
vear, persons attending the meeting will be asked to
make a contribution of at least $5 to cover expenses.
Last year's expenses for food and for the use of the hall
was $1,300. We hope 1o recover half the cost through
donations.

DONATIONS FOR NEWSLETTER

Printing and postage for cur newsletter costs about $700
per issue. In order to cut cur budget shortfall, instead
cf 6 issues per year, there wili be anly 4. However, a
separate fund will be set aside for donations for the
newsletter, and if sufficient contributions are received,
we can increase the frequency. The bill for dues contains
a place to indicate tax free donations to our educating
fund and to our newsletter. Of you are interested in
receiving the newsletter more often, you may confribuie
to the newsletter fun at any time. When the fund reaches
the mark to pay for an extra edition, it will be worked
into the schedule.

ANNUAL PICNIC SATURDAY JUNE 2 AT
OREGON RIDGE PARK

Our director, Tom Werner has accepted the chairmanship
of our annual pichic and has arranged for a pavilion at
Baltimore County’s Qregon Ridge Park in Hunt Valley.
Final details are not complete. Please volunteer to serve
on the commitiee. Call our office.
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INTERNATIONAL AWARD GIVEN TO
MARIA SPRINGER, MEMBER

At a ceremony on Jan. 11 at 5t. Petershurg, FL, Maria
Springer received a culinary award for her Yule Log
from the Cordon d'Or - golden Ribbon international
Annual Cookbook and Culinary Arts Award 2006
Awards Program. Maria operates Maja’s Viennese
Kitchen Cooking School in Phoenix, MD. The judges
commented that the Yule Log was "beautifully
presented and tasted delicious.” The recipeis complex
and consists of three sections. Members of our Society
who would like a copy of the recipe may contact Maria
via email (majaskit@AQL.com) or call her personally at
410-561-1157.5he said she will be happy to send vou
a copy. Several members of our Society and their
young daughters were students %rz Maria’s gingerbread-
house class before Christmas. The girl thrilled.

GERMAN FESTIVAL DATE MOVED

The summer fastival will be held on the last weekend
in July instead of in August.The Maryland German
Festival is the oldest such event in the USA, having
begun in 1300, It will be held at the Timonium Fair
Grounds. The Deutschamerikanischer Blrgerverein von
MD, of which our Society is a member, sponsors it.

""ANCHORS AWEIGH" 100 YEARS-
COMPOSER ZIMMERMANN GETS
NAVAL ACADEMY TRIBUTE

Lt. Charles Zimmermann, a graduate of Baltimore's
Peabody Institute and head of the Naval Academy
band for 24 years was honored on Jan., 26 with a
concert at the Academy’s chapel. He was appointed
the Navy’'s bandmaster in 1892 His German immigrant
father was a Naval Academy musician during the Civil
War was raised his son, born in 1861, in the German
musical tradition.

Zimmermann was a prolific composer. It washis
custom to compose a march for each graduating class
of the Naval Academy. A member of the class of
1807, approached Zimmermann with a wish for a song
with soma "swing" to it and which would "last
forever.” The composition has seen it first 100 vears
with no sign of waning. It has sent countless sailors
off to sea and many Navy football teams onto the field
against Army. Though the tune remains today as
written in 19086, the last stanza was altered in 1926:

"Anchors Aweigh, my boys, Anchors Aweigh/

Farewell to college joys/ We sail at break of

day/Through our last night on shore/ Drink to

the foam/Until we meet again once more/

Here;s wishing you a happy voyage home.”

In Zimmermann’s time, music was omnipresent at the
Naval Academy: The band attended four formations a
day, and performed at parades, ceremonies, flag
raisings and funerals. Zimmermann composed original
operettas for the midshipmen, led the giee club and
played the church organ.

The Zimmermann lived on Conduit Streset in Annapolis
in a Victorian house which he bought from a Sears-
Roebuck catalog. Zimmermann died in 1916 and was
buried in 5t. Mary's Cemetery; he was later reinterred
on the Academy grounds,
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OUR SOCIETY’S MOST PROMINENT
MEMBER: DON SCHAEFER

The most prominent member in the history of our Society
is WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER. The titles he has
held over his career are:

Colonel Schaefer (Army reserves)

Altorney Schaefer (Private law practice)

Councilman Schaefer

President Schaefer (of the Baltimore City Council)
Mayor Schaefer {(of the City of Baitimore)

Governor Schaefer (of Maryland)

Comptroiler Schaefer (of Maryland)

His career as an elecled official began in 1955.

DR. HEINRICH J. LOSEMANN, 79

"Heinz” Losemann, Good Samaritan Hospital’s former
chief of anesthesiology, died Jan. 29. His son, Heinrich
J. Losemann, Jr. is a member of our Society. Dr.
Losemann was born on the family farm near Munster,
Germany, received a degree from the Univ. of Munster
and his medical degree from the Univ. of Heidelberg.
There he met Christel Chares of Arbutus who was
studying languages. They married in 1955 and moved
to Maryland where he completed medical studies at the
old St. Joseph Hospital in Baltimore and later became
chief of anesihesiology at Bon Secours Hospital. He
often visited family in Germany and atiended reunions
in Heidelberg. His daughter Erica noted that when she
was growing up, the home was like a hotel, with frequent
visitors from Germany.

GERMAN NAMES IN MD. NEWS

Many of our younger members did not grow up in
a society in which people were aware of the ethnic
backgrounds of their friends and neighbors. To help
familiarize the young folks with Germanic names, we
have taken items from the newspapers which feature
the doings of German Americans;

KIMMIE MEISSNER, the 18-year old figure skating
waorld champion from Harford Co., MD, won the U.S.
crown and gold medal in Spokane on January 27th.
She has taken up flamenco dancing, an art of Gallicia,
home of her maternal great-grandmother.

Newly elected Anne Arundel County Executive KEN
ULMAN made news by making payouts to current
county officers to form his new administration.

Command Sergeant Major ROGER HALLER died
January 22 along with 14 other troops when their
helicopter was shot down in Irag by anti-American
forces.

KENNETH D. SCHISSLER, resigned as chairman of
the MD> Public Service Commission. The MD legislature
tried to have him do so last year, but the Court of Appeals
ruled their action was illegal.

MARIETTA GROSS died Jan. 16 al age 62. After
graduating from Seton High School and Mercy Hospital
nursing scheool, she and another nurse spent three years
living in huts in the jungles of Brazil, delivering babies
and traveling through remote regions by horses and
mule. She returned to Baltimore, married and had six
children. She volunteered as a nurse in her children’s
school and eventually became employed full time as
the school nurse,

THOMAS BITTNER died Nov. @ at age 86. As a gunnery
sergeant, he flew 23 missions during World War Il in
Europe until his plane was shot down over Austria. He
was held prisoner in Stalag Luft IV until he was forced
to walk in the “Black Death March” ahead of the Russian
advance for hundreds of miles in bitter winter. He was
liberated in May, 1945, He grew up in Hamilton, one of
12 children, graduated from Calvert Hall and from the
University of Baltimore.

Brides and/or grooms whose wedding receptions
were held recently two doors from our offices, at the
Engineers’ Club:

GARRIHENDELL; BORRIS LANGER; MYRA HONEY
FREILICH; JULIE SILBER; DANIEL STOLTZE; TIM
BERGER; REBECCA GRABENSTEIN.

J. 8. BACH’S ST. JOHN’S PASSION
PERFORMED IN BALTIMORE

The German American Chorus will perform Bach's 5t.
John's Passion in German in the Church of the Holy
Rosary Parish 408 S. Chester Street, Baltimcre MD
21231 on Sunday March 25th, 2007, at 7pm.

The Polish Baroque Orchestra of Cracow and weill
known soloists from Europe and America will join the
chorus. The Polish and German Embassies are co-
sponsoring the event.

Tickets ($16.00 adults, $10.00 students) are available
at the German School Office, 8617 Chateau Drive,
Fotomac Md. [Will call: 301-767-3846]
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SONGBOOK COMMITTEE MOVES
AHEAD WITH PLANS TO PUBLISH

Plans to publish a book of German songs were
resurrected on Jan. 13 when the commitiee met and
took the first steps in song selection and administrative
details. The singing of German folk songs has a long
tradition with our Society: the songs were a part of
our meetings, picnics, banguets and social functions.
Ouwr archives contain some of the booklets which were
distributed to our members. Folk songs were a fixture
at our annual banguet. Since many of our newer and
younger members are not familiar with them, the Society
has decided to publish a booklet to help foster the
Society’s traditions.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The commitiee consists of. Barbara Harper, Norm
Schulze, Christel van der Berg and her daughter, Monica
Cecelia Muth Herman, Béarbel Otto, Claudia Friend,
Ted Potthast, Bob Fritzsche and (ex officio} Brigitle
Fessenden. Bob Fritzsche is chairman. He is also the
president of the Arion Gesangverein, an German singing
club which sang at Gettysburg when President delivered
his famous Address.

SONG CATEGORIES
Current plans for the book are to present chapters in
the following categories:

Kinderlieder (children’s songs)

Volkslieder (folksongs)

raschingslieder (party, drinking songs)

Tanzlieder (dancing songs)

Kirchenlieder (hymns)

Weihnachtslieder (Christmas songs)

Seemannslieder (sea-faring songs)

Schlager (popular songs)

National anthems {Germany, Austria, Switzerland)
Atthe Jan. 13 meeting, the commitiee concentrated on
the selection of songs for children. The target is to print
25 children’s songs, some of which are listed below.
Members are invited fo propose other children’s songs
for inclusion in the book.

MEMBERS INVITED TO JOIN IN
Membership on the commitiee is open to all members
of our Society. We would also fike 1o recruit German
teachers and music teachers. If you can't join the
committee but have songs which you want to suggest,
please do so. We are looking for songs of all kinds
for consideration, and if you have old sheet music or
songbooks, copies will be greatly appreciated.

METHODS OF PUBLICATION
The committee is exploring various modes of publication,
including electronic. Alsc under consideration is

performing the music and singing for distribution on
a CD. Most of the music which we are cellecting is in
the public domain, and thus not subject to copyright -
restrictions.

ENCOURAGING CHILDRENTO SING

Cne of the purposes of the Society is the promotion of
German language study, and our directors believe that
by encouraging young children to learn and sing German
songs, they will lose any fear of the language and be
encouraged to pick German as the foreign language
election when they reach middle and high schocl. While
a full sized book is our final goal, itis likely the commities
will publish short pamphlets as the process develops,
and the pamphiets can be distributed to our members
and to schools and parents interested in introducing
German to children via singing.

SOME KINDERLIEDER SELECTIONS

Alle meine Enichen

Alle Végel sind schon da

Aut der schwib 'schen Eisebahne
Backe, backe Kuchen

Bruder Jakob

Ein Mannlein steht im Walde

Ein Vogel welite Hochzeil machen
Es klappert die Mihle

Fuchs du hast die Gans gesiohlen
Guter Mond du gehst so stille
Guten Abend, gute Nacht
Hanschen klein ging allein
Kuckuck, kuckuck, rufts aus dem Wald
Der Mai ist gekommen

Ber Mond ist aufgegangen

Hopp, hopp. Hopp
Sandménnchen

Schial, Kindiein, schlaf
Zeigt her eure FiiBchen
Weillt du wieviel Sternlein stehen
Wer hat die schinsten Schilchen

GOAL: MAKE THE PROJECT SELF-SUPPORTING
The committee hopes to make the project self-supporting
through the sales of the books and booklets; and if any
profit is generated, it would go to enable the commitiee
o give free copies to high school and college German
clubs, German language classes and music teachers.

ADVERTISING

The prospect of selling advertising in the songbook is
under study, as well as the publication of special editions
which businesses, institutions and benefactors couid
distribute as a form of advertising, or simply as gifis
to encourage interest in German. We need help in the
distribution process, not just in the artistic and musical
aspects of the project. Any member can support the
pregram by volunteering to help.
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